European Journal of Mass Spectrometry instructions for authors

Aims and scope

European Journal of Mass Spectrometry (EJMS) is devoted to
the rapid publication of original research papers concerned with
mass spectrometry. The scope of the journal encompasses: mo-
lecular ionisation and fragmentation, gas-phase ion chemistry,
ion—molecule reactions and collisions, spectroscopy of gaseous
ions, instrumentation, computers in mass spectrometry and orig-
inal applications in the life sciences, environmental science and
industry.

Topics of interest include experimental and theoretical
studies of structures, energetics and reactions of gaseous
ions, ion formation from biological solids, determination of
structure of biomolecules, mechanisms of ionic reactions,
ionisation phenomena, electrospray ionisation (ESI), ma-
trix-assisted laser desorption ionisation (MALDI), mass spec-
trometry of polymers, reactions of metal ions, reactions of ions
at surfaces, multi-photon ionisation and dissociation,
time-of-flight (TOF), tandem mass spectrometry, Fourier
transform ion cyclotron resonance (FT-ICR) and theories of
ion formation, structures and reactions.

Types of article

Original research papers should report the results of the
author(s)’s work, in sufficient detail to allow experiments or
calculations to be reproduced. This work should have been
brought to a stage at which it can be considered to be complete.
An abstract not normally exceeding 350 words should be given.
The abstract should describe the scope of the article and should
highlight any significant areas. Up to 10 keywords should be
provided.

Letters should report particularly significant new findings.
The work may be at a preliminary stage. Letters are normally ref-
ereed by an appropriate Editor, and proofs are normally checked
in the Editorial Office that they are submitted to. Letters should
have a summary of no more than 100 words. Up to 10 keywords
should be provided.

Accounts provide concise reviews of active areas of research.
They are normally written by scientists who have strong current
interests in the areas. They should be succinct and lucid, they can
be polemical and they ought to predict future developments. Ac-
counts are normally less than 10,000 words in length, not includ-
ing figures. Accounts should contain a summary of normally not
more than 500 words. Accounts are accompanied by a biography
and photograph of the author.

Comments contain comment on published papers, opinion
germane to mass spectrometry, proposals as to nomenclature or
practical advice on experimental technique.

The manuscript

All articles should be written in English, and either American
or English spelling is acceptable. The article must not have been
published elsewhere and should not be offered for publication
elsewhere (unlessithas been declined for publication by EJMS).

We encourage authors to submit their manuscripts as far as
possible electronically. This not only speeds up the publication
of the article, but reduces the possibility for errors and reduces

the proof-reading burden for author and publisher alike. Basic in-
structions on submitting your article on disk are given below and
authors can obtain detailed instructions by e-mailing the Pub-
lisher on ejms @impub.co.uk. It is, however, important to realise
that electronic submission is not always the best method, and
some of the potential problems are discussed below. Traditional
manuscripts are also perfectly acceptable.

Traditional manuscripts

A typed manuscript should be submitted along with two cop-
ies. The original illustrations, and two copies of these, should be
included. The type-written manuscript should be double-line
spaced with generous margins and typed on one side of the sheet
only.

If you are unable to provide the manuscript on disk, please
provide a clean (without any marks) top copy and mark any cor-
rections, symbols or annotations on one of the copies.

Symbols, mathematics and formulae

This is an area where care should be exercised. Please ensure
that all symbols are identified in the margin the first time they ap-
pear.

Please use the following conventions: all symbols which are
variables should be italicised, all constants should be normal
(Roman) text and vectors should be bold. Whilst most word pro-
cessors can italicise and embolden, please mark each case by
hand by underlining it with a straight line in the case of italics and
by a wavy line in the case of bold.

Please take care that the difference between 1 (the number
one). | (the letter “ell”) and I (capital “eye”’) and between O (zero)
and O (the letter “oh”), are clear. Please identify them in the mar-
gin if they are not clear.

Itis acceptable to hand-write complex formulae if necessary,
but take care that the symbols used are clear and that it is easy to
see what levels of sub- and superscript apply.

Units

Use SI Units wherever possible. Units of measurement should
be separated from the number by a space. Please avoid the use of
the solidus (/) or “per” and use a superscript ~',i.e. 5 mg dm, not
5 mg/dm?. kJ must be used rather than kcal.

References

References should be cited in the text by a superscript Arabic
number, i.e. spectroscopy,' and listed at the end of the article.
Abbreviate journal titles according to the system used in Chemi-
cal Abstracts. Please give full bibliographical information as in
the examples below:

For edited books:
1. A.N. Other and B.C. Bloggs, in Edited Book Title, Ed by A.N.
Editor. Publisher, London and New York, p. 107 (1988).

For journals:
2. A.N. Other and B.C. Bloggs, “Full Title of Paper”, Jnl Title 24,
563 (1984).



For authored books:
3. A.N. Author, Authored Book Title. Publisher, London and New
York (1984).
Please note that we now require authors to include the full ti-
tle of all journal paper as in the example above.

lllustrations

Original illustrations should be provided. Photocopies (un-
less of exceptional quality) are not acceptable, and neither are
spectra drawn on a dot matrix printer. Labels on the axes should
be of sufficient size that they will be legible when reduced to fit
on the printed page.

Illustrations should be numbered in the text with Arabic nu-
merals as Figure 1, Figure 2 etc.; they should be in a separate se-
quence from that of any tables. Captions should be provided for
all figures and these should appear at the end of the manuscript.

Each illustration should be provided on a separate sheet and
should not be folded. Please label each sheet with the Figure
number, author(s) and title of the paper.

Photographs can be published but they must be of good photo-
graphic quality and must be supplied as black-and-white glossy
prints. Colour illustrations can only be included if an author
meets the extra cost of their production, although it can be possi-
ble to incorporate a colour version of an illustration in the elec-
tronic edition of the journal.

It is the responsibility of the author to ensure that permission
is obtained from the copyright holder to reproduce copyright ma-
terial. The copyright holder is almost always the publisher of the
work. Permission Forms for this purpose are available from the
Editorial Offices and from IM Publications. Copies of any signed
Permission Forms should accompany the manuscript, and the
necessary wording of acknowledgement requested by the copy-
right holder should be included in the caption. Please ensure that
permission is obtained for both print and electronic publication.

Tables

Tables should be numbered in a separate sequence from the il-
lustrations as Table 1, Table 2 etc. Please consider the size of the
page when compiling your Table. Tables should not be split
width-wise across pages, although if they exceed a page in length
they can be continued on subsequent pages.

Tables should be provided on separate sheets and notincluded
in the text. Each Table should have a caption. As with illustra-
tions, please number each sheet and include the author(s) and ti-
tle of the paper.

Copyright

Authors are required to assign the copyright of their article to
the Publisher. A completed and signed Copyright Form must be
lodged with the Publisher before the article can be published.

Submission of articles

Your article should be sent to one of the Editorial Offices
whose addresses are shown below. Authors may choose the edi-
torial office to which they submit their paper, on the basis of con-
venience or on the basis of the Editor’s expertise in the subject
area. Receipt of the articles will be acknowledged, and the article
will be subjected to peer review. Should any amendments be nec-
essary, you will be asked to make these before the article is ac-
cepted for publication. The author to whom proofs are to be sent
should preferably be identified. If authors wish correspondence
from readers to be directed to one particular author of a multi-au-
thor paper, a superior asterisk should be placed after that author’s
name. Twenty-five reprints of each paper published will be sup-
plied to authors free of charge.

Just-Published Papers

Just-Published Papers (JPPs) offer an opportunity for you to
have your paper published as quickly as possible. Unless you
withhold your agreement (see Publishing Agreement form), we
will publish your paper on the EJMS web site before it is copy
edited and typeset. This version will be replaced with the final
version once we receive your corrected proofs. The date the JPP
appears will be the web publication date for that paper. If you
would prefer not to have your paper treated as a JPP, just indicate
this on the Publishing Agreement.

Addresses

Editorial Offices

Professor Peter J. Derrick, Institute of Mass Spectrometry and Department of Chemistry, University of Warwick,
Coventry CV4 7AL, UK. Tel +44 1203-523818; Fax: +44 1926-815943; e-mail: msrhf @snow.csv.warwick.ac.uk.

Professor Jiirgen Grotemeyer, Institiit fiir Physikalische Chemie, Christian-Albrechts-Universitit zu Kiel, Ludewig-Meyn-Stralie 8,
24098 Kiel, Germany; Fax: +49 431 880 2828; e-mail: grote@phc.uni-kiel.de. ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS.

Professor Doug Ridge, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware 19716, USA.

Fax: +1 302 831 6335; e-mail: dougr@udel.edu.

Dr Michisato Toyoda, Department of Physics, Graduate School of Science, Osaka University, 1-1 Machikaneyama, Toyonaka, Osaka
560-0043, Japan. Fax: +81-6-6850-5762; e-mail: toyodam @ phys.sci.osaka-u.ac.jp.

Professor Chrys Wesdemiotis, The University of Akron. Department of Chemistry, 190 E. Buchte]l Commons, Akron, OH 44325-3601,

USA. Fax: +1 (330) 972-7370, e-mail: wesdemiotis @uakron.edu.

Professor Vladimir Zaikin, Topchiev Institute of Petrochemical Synthesis, Leninsky Prospect 29, 117909 Moscow, Russia. Fax:

+7-095-2302224; e-mail: zaikin@ips.ac.ru.

Publisher

IM Publications, 6 Charlton Mill, Charlton, Chichester, West Sussex PO18 OHY, UK, Tel: +44-1243-811334, Fax:
+44-1243-811711, E-Mail: ejms @impub.co.uk. Web: http://www.impub.co.uk.



Proofs

After acceptance, your article will be copy-edited, typeset
and the proof communicated to the first-named author unless
otherwise requested. The proof should be checked carefully for
typographical errors and to answer any questions raised by the
Copy Editor. Proofs will normally be sent by fax, so please make
sure that you supply us with your fax number on your manuscript.
Along with your e-mail address and telephone number in case we
need to make contact with you quickly.

Faxed proofs provide a quality equivalent to a 200 dpi printer,
which is adequate for checking text and most illustrations.

If the author prefers the proof can be sent by e-mail in the Por-
table Document Format (PDF) of the Adobe Acrobat program.
See http://www.impub.co.uk/acrobat.html for further informa-

tion. Please indicate on your manuscript that you would like to
receive proofs in this way.

The proof stage is not an opportunity for the author to make
changes to the article. Any significant changes from the original
accepted manuscript may only be accepted on payment of the
correction costs.

Once the proof corrections have been received by us, your pa-
per will be published on our web site for access by subscribers
only. A web publication will be added to the manuscript to indi-
cate the date of publication.

Supplementary and associated data

As a supporting publisher of the International Spectroscopic
Data Bank (IS-DB) we would like to request that our authors de-
posit supplementary and associated spectroscopic and chemical

Electronic manuscripts

We wish to encourage electronic submissions and do all we
can to accommodate authors who would like to use this method.
If you wish the entire submission process to be electronic and
paperless, please follow the instructions under Electronic sub-
mission below. If you wish to submit the final version of your pa-
per in an electronic format then please send the text and
illustrations (if available in a suitable electronic form) on disk to
the Editor you have been dealing with. If you are sending only
disks to an Editor it is important to check with first whether they
will be compatible with the systems used in his office.

Text

The first question to consider concerning electronic manu-
scripts is what format to use for the text. We can read most com-
mon PC word processor files, but authors should always include
aplain ASCII text file with no formatting. Your computer manual
will instruct you how to create this, but if you have problems
please contact the Publishers who will be pleased to assist you.

We can also read Mac 1.44 MByte disks provided the Mac
program file format is compatible with the PC platform, e.g.
Microsoft Word or TIFF image files.

lllustrations

The more difficult subject is that of illustrations. We can ac-
cept illustrations in computer readable form, such as TIFF, PCX
or EPS format. The sizes of these files, however, makes their
transfer difficult. If your computer can produce the data points in
a two (or more) column format, include this on disk and we can
use this to graph your figures for the very best quality reproduc-
tion.

IN ALL CASES, please do not rely on the computer-readable
form alone. Supply a good quality hard copy as well and also
preferably supply the manuscript in a variety of formats. A
belt-and-braces approach to all matters concerning computers is
advisable!

Chemistry

We use ChemWindow chemistry drawing software. This
package can import formats from certain other programs: Molec-
ular Design Limited’s (MOLFile) format (from ChemText,
MACCS, REACCS, ISIS and other Molecular Design products),
SCF (standard chemistry format), as well as ChemWindow’s
own CW2 format. These formats enable us to edit the chemistry,
so we can make corrections at proof stage if needed and ensure
that the text is of the correct size. If any of the above are not avail-
able to you, please export the chemistry in a standard graphics

format, such as (in decreasing order of preference): EPS, TIFF,
PCX, WMF, BMP, HPGL. Please enclose a good quality hard

copy.

Proofs

If the author prefers the proof can be sent by e-mail in the Por-
table Document Format (PDF) of the Adobe Acrobat program.
Copies of the Adobe Acrobat Reader are available free-of-charge
from many on-line services. If the author has access to the Acro-
bat Exchange program, corrections can be made on the document
as electronic “post-it notes” and the corrected version e-mailed
back to the Publisher.

Electronic submission

You can e-mail your manuscript as an attachment to
grote @phc.uni-kiel.de; please use the file types detailed below.
Alternatively, specific instructions for submitting a manuscript
via FTP are as follows. To submit a paper, carry out the following
steps.

1. Prepare the paper (either in a MS DOS or Windows word pro-
cessor such as Word or WordPerfect).

2. Prepare the drawings, which can be incorporated in the text, or
sent seperately. (Formats may be GIF, BMP, PCX, Windows
Metafile, EPS (postscript) or files from the drawing programs
CorelDraw, Designer)—Other formats only after contacting
Professor Grotemeyer’s office.

3. Open a FTP connection by typing :

FTP HOST: grpc16.phc.uni-kiel.de
USERNAME: ems
PASSWORD: ems

4. Change to the EMS Directory by typing :
cd /ems/incomming

5. Switch transfer protocol to binary by typing
bin

6. Transfer all the files necessary for publication by
PUT <FILENAME>

The files you have transferred are hidden and not shown by
listing directory contents. Please choose an unique name for your
files and use an extension such as <FILENAME>.wp for
WordPerfect Files <> WWO for Word for Windows etc. Use the
same system for the drawings.

7.  You will get within a day a notice that the paper has been
received and a statement whether the transfer was successful.

If you have any problems or questions, please contact Profes-
sor Grotemeyer at the address opposite or IM Publications; we
will be pleased to help.



information such as spectra, chemical structures, reactions, as-
signments, health & safety information etc. to the archive. The
deposition system and further information on the IS-DB can be
found at www.is-db.org.

Authors not already registered should register on the site and
upload all supplementary material associated with a particular
manuscript submission.

The archive prefers data to be deposited in the original raw
data file format with sufficient information to identify the mea-

suring system as well as in a recognised published standard data
exchange format such as JCAMP-DX for spectra, MOLFILES
for structures etc.

Should you encounter any problems depositing data please
contact the hotline responsible for your location or language.
The hotline numbers are available on the web site.



PUBLISHING AGREEMENT

We ask authors of articles in European Journal of Mass Spectrometry to vest the world-wide copy-
right of their articles in IM Publications for the full term of copyright and for publication in all media; we
would be grateful if you would confirm your acceptance of these terms by signing and returning this
agreement. We will not withhold permission for any reasonable request from you to publish any part of
this article in connection with any other work by you, provided the usual acknowledgements are given
regarding copyright notice and reference to the original publication.

If it is appropriate, the author’s employer may sign this agreement, and in any event the employer may
reserve the right to use the article internally, by so indicating on this agreement. It is understood that pro-
prietary rights other than copyright (including patent rights) are reserved.

If the author is a US Government employee and this work was done in that capacity the assignment
applies only to the extent allowable by US law. If at least one co-author is not a government employee,
that author should sign the agreement.

If the author is an employee of the British Government then HMSO will grant a non-exclusive licence
to publish this article in European Journal of Mass Spectrometry in any form or media provided British
crown copyright and user rights (including patent rights) are reserved.

The author warrants that the manuscript is the author’s original work, and has not been published
before. (If excerpts from copyrighted work are included, the author will obtain written permission from
the copyright owners and show credit to the sources in the manuscript. The author must ensure that this
permission relates to publication in both print and electronic media.) The author also warrants that the
article contains no libellous or unlawful statements, and does not infringe on the rights of others.

If the work was prepared jointly the author agrees to inform co-authors of the terms of the agreement,
and to sign on their behalf.

With the qualifications listed above I assign to IM Publications the copyright of my article entitled:

for publication in European Journal of Mass Spectrometry.

Signed: Date:

Name:
(in CAPITALS)

|| Ido NOT want my paper published as a Just-Published Paper before copy editing and typesetting.

If the article is rejected this assignment is null and void.



